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Next Board Meeting  
 

Saturday, April 11th 
At “Al’s garage” 

9:30 AM 

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928-1931 Model ‘A’ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities 
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work on 
Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
we’ll work on it. 
Al’s Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA    (in the alley) 
 

      April  2026 

Next Club Meetings: 
 

The next club meeting will be 
Saturday, March 28th 

At 9:00 AM  
At the Gordinier’s home 

2017 W. 238th St. 
Torrance, CA 90501 

In Memory of our 23 year member, Dorothy Knott 
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The Second Gear Grind 

  
As the weather in SoCal warms up a bit and it is a little dryer (who said it doesn’t rain in Southern California), I like to take 

the Ol’ Girl out for some exercise (kind of like walking your dog) on Friday mornings.  On these quite rides (~35 miles round 

trip from Linda’s house) it clears my mind of the trials and tribulations of everyday life, at least for a short time.  I usually 

meander along the coast thru Manhattan, Hermosa and Redondo Beach then ascend “The Hill” to Point Vicente Interpretive 

Center.  At the Center I use their facilities and when I come out there are sometimes other day-trippers asking questions 

about the Town Sedan. Which I am more than happy to answer and hand out literature about the Harbor Area Model A Club.  

The Ol’ Girl never fails to spread the Smileage. 

 

In February the Activities Committee arranged a tour to San Pedro, where we went to Raffaello Risterante for some fantas-

tic Italian Food.  Then it was off to a tour of George and Patty’s “Home”.  They own the entire block and have an outstanding 

collection of “Stuff” they have collected on their travels all over the world that they shared with the group. They live on the 

top floor and gave us a tour of that also.  But we were not done yet.  We went to the “Collage” for a Musical Exploration of 

Buddy Holly’s Apartment Tapes.  What a great presentation by J.P. McDermott. https://www.westernbop.com/jp-buddy 

 

These are the type of things most of us would not experience without the planning of our Activities Committee. 

 

So come to the monthly meetings and sign up for some of these events and enjoy a day with your Model A friends.  Please 

don’t just show up and expect to be included.    The Committee puts a lot of time and planning into these events.  It really 

does Grind Second Gear… 

 

Until next time, remember to go out and do something that brings you joy every now and then. 

Enjoy the ride! 

Dennis 

 

 

 

    

 

 The time has come for me to pass the pen as editor of 

the Harbor Light. I have produced about 220 issues over the last 

18 years and have enjoyed every moment.  Age has taken it’s toll. 

The Harbor Club has always provided me with fun events and   

interesting articles that helped make my job much easier. Many thanks! 

 One of the rewards is sharing newsletters from clubs all over the   

country. We exchange articles and help keep this wonderful hobby going.           

I hope the next editor enjoys the same rewards as I have. 

 So let’s keep driving those A’s and sharing the rewards of the      

friendships they bring. 

 

Sincerely 

 Dick  

Editor’s Corner 

By Dick Wyckoff 

A Note from the 

Harbor President 

Dennis Simpson 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive 

and Well! 
 If you are looking for a little tire-kicking 
adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 
9AM, check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the 
corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Tor-
rance, CA. Several of the Harbor Model A club 
members and other car enthusiasts of all  car 
types meet to talk cars. There are some very 
nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Tor-
rance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.) 
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2026 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items  

 Jim Huizdos has a selection of new Club merchandise. We have hats, shirts, patches, t-shirts and we still 
have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2026 Harbor phonebooks/
rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e-mail. Club members that don't attend events can re-
quest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at 310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info. 
Just a note: We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 
changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. He’ll put the info in the Harbor Light.        
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ARMED FORCES DAY CELEBRATION 

CITY OF TORRANCE - 64th ANNUAL PARADE 
 

The Harbor Area Model A Restorers Club will proudly be part of the celebration.  We will be driving our Model A’s 

 in the 64th annual parade.  We have been working with the city’s planning committee and have been invited to take 

 part in the day’s festivities. 

 

HERE IS THE BASIC INFORMATION: 

Date:  Saturday, May 16th 

Location: Torrance 

Time:  11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

There will be additional specific information to follow. 
 

If you are interested, we need the following information from you: 

Your name, (unless you will be driving someone else’s car, then they need the 

Owners name, in addition to yours) 

Year, make and model of your Model A 

Number of seats for passengers. 

The city would like to put riders in our cars during the parade. 

 
If you would like to participate in the parade, please contact Donnis Bates (310) 713-5830 (call or text).  We are excited 

 about this upcoming event, and would love to have you be a part of the celebration. 
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HARBOR AREA MARC/MAFCA BUSINESS MEETING 
 

DATE: February 27th, 2026    LOCATION:  Walteria Park Club House 

 

PRESIDENT:  Dennis Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:30PM. Dennis asked for motion to approve previous     

business meeting minutes. Daffy made the motion, Dick second the motion, all approved.  

SALUTE TO THE FLAG: Lead by Jack Gordinier 

RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS : Dick Wyckoff and Tim Harrison. 

PRESIDENT: Dennis Simpson reminder the members of Dorothy Knott’s funeral services tomorrow. Some members will 

drive their Model As. Dennis acknowledged the March birthdays and anniversaries of members.  

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Nathan Sherry- Reported he has an assortment of prizes from the Opportunity drawing.  

TREASURER: Daffy Wagner reported bank balance . Don Knott gave the club $200 in honor of his mother Dorothy Knott. 

HARBOR LIGHT EDITOR:  Dick Wyckoff –Send articles and pictures from events. 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR:  Cliff LeFall – Safety check will be March 28th at Gordinier’s from 10-3pm.   

  This will be a potluck lunch.   

TOUR DIRECTOR:  Open Position   

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON: Donnis Bates reported on upcoming club events. Thanks to Weeg for  

planning a fun Mystery Tour.  

March 24th- 26th --- Solvang King Fredrick Inn 

March 28th --- Safety check and potluck at Gordinier’s 10-3pm 

April 12th --- Orange County Pancake Breakfast 
May 1st-3rd --- CCRG in Bakersfield  

May 5th-7th --- Lake County Spring Opener 

May 16th --- Trying to get the club to participate in Armed Forced Day Parade in Torrance.  

Mat 31st – June 7th ---  MAFCA National Convention  in Pendleton Oregon 

 

HISTORIAN:  Janet Winter – No Report. 

 

TOOLS:  Bob DeCrescenzo ---Reported he loaned out a tool today. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Ursi Schmidt –No Report.  

SUNSHINE:  Theresa LeFall --- Best wishes to members who are having health issues; Mickey Fruchter, Mirco Pisu, Drain 

Marshall, Ron Ragon, Noralene Porper, Gary Guttormson and Jeanne Parrish. Theresa’s son is also having health issues.  

WEBMASTER:  Steve Thompson—Latest events on website. Steve thanked Dennis for turning on headlights when on tour.  

ADVERTISING:  Jim Huizdos---No Report.  

MERCHANDISE:  Jim Huizdos—New hats available.  

REFRESHMENTS:  Weeg Thompson--- Janet Winter and Thompsons furnished refreshments tonight.  

OLD/ON GOING BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS: Dennis thanked Steve for doing the photo shoot at the annual banquet. 

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING:  March 28th, 2026. Will be at the annual Safety check at the Gordinier’s. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  March 14th, 2026, 9:30AM at Al’s Garage. 

MEETING ADJOURNED:   8:08 PM   

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Gloria Younkin, Secretary 
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OUR MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR 
 

 On February 28th, a particularly lovely day weather-wise, more than 20 daring Harbor Area Model A Club members em-

barked on a Mystery Tour that turned out to be quite delightful and gave us a great opportunity to put some “smileage” on our cars.  

It worked out really well that we were able to park once and walk to all the stops on the tour.  We headed from Spires to San Pedro 

where we first enjoyed a fabulous lunch at Raffaello Ristorante.  In case you couldn’t guess, we had wonderful Italian cuisine with 

generous portions.   

 

 Following lunch, we walked less than two blocks to our second stop, a visit to see the extensive and varied collection of 

George Woytovich and Patti Kraakevic.  Housed in a three-story Art Deco building that started life as a Montgomery Ward store, 

the collection includes so many different things that words can hardly do it justice. We started with seeing George’s fine cars, in-

cluding an Aston Martin, a Bentley, and a Pantera, which were something Jim H. appreciated. Some of the highlights include movie 

memorabilia, including cameras, lights, projectors, posters and books; a cabaret theater that features a bar with a brass “fence” from 

a bank in Portugal; a gallery of George’s photography from their travels in India which Donnis found touched her heart; lots of neon 

signs (a favorite of Janet), and turnstiles from Candlestick Park.  One area that several people noted as especially fun was the hall-

way that is filled with a Pullman car lounge with the scenery one would see on a train ride from Chicago to Los Angeles projected 

on the walls outside the windows.  George shot the scenery himself when he and Patti took that train trip. Their home on the third 

floor contains numerous incredible items such as a serving cart from the Queen Mary, two bumper cars (one from Pacific Ocean 

Park), and a rare Wurlitzer jukebox that was only made for a short time because, shortly after production of this particular model 

began, they figured out the technology to flip the records over automatically.  A magnificent wood-glass-and-brass revolving door 

serves as the entrance to their bathrooms, closets and dressing areas.  The door came from the Westclox factory in Illinois.  Access 

to the 6,000 square foot rooftop garden features a B-52 bomber ladder.  The group appreciated George and Patti’s warm and gener-

ous hospitality in opening their home and museum to us. 

 

 Our last stop was right next door at Collage: A Place for Art and Culture where we saw a show called Buddy Holly’s Apart-

ment Tapes.  During the two months before his fatal plane crash, Buddy Holly wrote a number of songs which he recorded on demo 

tapes in his Greenwich Village apartment.  J.P. McDermott, an award-winning singer, guitarist, and bandleader, performed these 

songs and others and explored what in Holly’s life might have led to these songs and how his move to New York City affected the 

22-year old from Texas.  Folks found that the stories and background that McDermott shared added interest and depth to the musical 

performance.  Several people also noted the importance of Collage’s executive director Richard Foss’s reminder to encourage young 

people to get out of their cocoons to enjoy the small live theater experience. The show provided a grand finish to our magical Mys-

tery Tour.   

 

 We did make one more stop at an art installation facing the parking lot where many of us took pictures with the angel wings 

painted on the wall.  The artist, Colette Miller, created the Global Angel Wings Project in 2012 in the streets of Los Angeles, the 

City of Angels, and there are now wings in many locations around the world.  The wings were painted to remind us that “We are the 

Angels of this Earth.”  Jim H. had the absolute best picture of all. 
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     Some Mystery Tour Pictures 



 

 

 6   Mickey Frucher 

 14 Drain Marshall 

 19 Kathy Valot 
   

April Birthdays April  Anniversaries 

 

 

 
 

 



The Harbor Light is a monthly publication for the Harbor Area MARC/MAFCA.  All articles or want ads must be 
received by the 15th of each month in order to appear in the following month’s publication. Neither the Harbor 
Light and its staff, nor the Harbor Region of the Model A Restorer’s Club Inc. and Model A Ford Club of America, 
Inc. will assume any liability for errors or omissions, or for any liability or resultant damages for products, opin-
ions or services listed herein. Some information contained in our newsletter has been reprinted from other news-
letters; we thank and acknowledge them. Editor 
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M B RENTALS 

    Studio Equipment 

    Lights and Fixtures 

 

      Drain Marshall 
Home: (310) 378-5061 

     Cell:  (310) 570-5938  
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Our Advertising Friends 
CW Moss Ford Parts 
420 W. Chapman Ave. 

Orange, CA 92866 

1-800-322-1932 

 

 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

1-562-590-3100 

 

 

Snyder’s Antique Auto 
12925 Woodworth Rd. 

New Springfield, OH 44443 

1-888-262-5712 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ford+Model+A+Drawings&view=detailv2&&id=5550F79B282484C1C54AEC7D6E1A022467D7B4D8&selectedIndex=18&ccid=%2baJkYNR3&simid=607993045845607523&thid=OIP.Mf9a26460d477d0c920261ad706479251o0


From: 
Harbor Area Model A Club 
Dick Wyckoff, Editor 
337 Lomita St. 
El Segundo CA 90245 

2025 Board of Directors: 
President: 
Dennis Simpson      (310) 343-8227 

Email:  OldFordor@gmail.com 
Vice-President: 
Nathan Sherry        (310) 626-7799 
Treasurer: 
Daffy Wagner        (310) 374-6113 
Secretary: 
Gloria Younkin         (310) 316-8722 
Activities Committee:   
Donnis Bates        (310) 713-5830 
Technical Director/Safety: 
Cliff LeFall        (323) 715-3153 

Appointed Officers: 
Membership: 
Ursula Schmidt    (310) 561-4895 
Historian:   
Janet Winter       (310) 251-6673 
Sunshine Secretary:  
Theresa LeFall     (323) 715-3153 
Advertising: 
Jim Huizdos     (310) 529-7515 
Refreshments Coordinator: 
Weeg Thompson   (310) 346-6409 
Regional Correspondent: 
Sue Hankins     (310) 357-5233 
Web: HarborAreaModelAClub.com 

Appointed Officers: 
Tool Custodian: 
Bob De Crescenzo (310) 540-3690 
Merchandise: 
Jim Huizdos         (310) 529-7515 
M/Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Jack Gordinier     (424) 263-2397 
Webmaster:   
Steve Thompson    (310) 346-6143 
 
Harbor Light editor: 
Dick Wyckoff      (310) 779-5772   
E-mail: JannDick@earthlink.net 

     April  2026  

 

     TO: 

For MARC info and membership, see 
www.ModelARestorers.org 

For MAFCA info and membership, see 
www.MAFCA.com 

The Harbor Area A’s meet monthly on the last Friday of every month at the Walteria Park Clubhouse, located at  3855 W. 
242nd St. in Torrance, California.  Meetings begin at 7:30 PM (The park is located about 1-1/2 blocks west of Hawthorne Blvd. 
and one block south of Pacific Coast Hwy.)  We’d like to invite all interested parties, even if they don’t own a Model A Ford, to 
come and join us.  Our goal is to educate the public about Model A Fords  and have fun while doing it.   

The Harbor Light 

Jim Huizdos spreading his wings   

on the museum/art tour 


