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Next Board Meeting   
 

Saturday, April 11th  
At òAlõs garageó 

9:30 AM  

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928 - 1931 Model ôAõ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities  
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work on 
Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
weõll work on it. 
Alõs Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA    (in the alley)  
 

      April  2026 

Next Club Meetings:  
 

The next club meeting will be  
Saturday, March 28th  

At 9:00 AM  
At the Gordinierõs home 

2017 W. 238th St.  
Torrance, CA 90501  

In Memory of our 23 year member, Dorothy Knott  
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The Second Gear Grind  

  
As the weather in SoCal warms up a bit and it is a little dryer (who said it doesnõt rain in Southern California), I like to tak e 

the Olõ Girl out for some exercise (kind of like walking your dog) on Friday mornings.  On these quite rides (~35 miles round 

trip from Lindaõs house) it clears my mind of the trials and tribulations of everyday life, at least for a short time.  I usually 

meander along the coast thru Manhattan, Hermosa and Redondo Beach then ascend òThe Hilló to Point Vicente Interpretive 

Center.  At the Center I use their facilities and when I come out there are sometimes other day -trippers asking questions 

about the Town Sedan. Which I am more than happy to answer and hand out literature about the Harbor Area Model A Club.  

The Olõ Girl never fails to spread the Smileage. 

 

In February the Activities Committee arranged a tour to San Pedro, where we went to Raffaello Risterante for some fantas-

tic Italian Food.  Then it was off to a tour of George and Pattyõs òHomeó.  They own the entire block and have an outstanding 

collection of òStuffó they have collected on their travels all over the world that they shared with the group. They live on the 

top floor and gave us a tour of that also.  But we were not done yet.  We went to the òCollageó for a Musical Exploration of 

Buddy Hollyõs Apartment Tapes.  What a great presentation by J.P. McDermott. https://www.westernbop.com/jp-buddy 

 

These are the type of things most of us would not experience without the planning of our Activities Committee.  

 

So come to the monthly meetings and sign up for some of these events and enjoy a day with your Model A friends.  Please 

donõt just show up and expect to be included.    The Committee puts a lot of time and planning into these events.  It really 

does Grind Second Gearé 

 

Until next time, remember to go out and do something that brings you joy every now and then. 

Enjoy the ride!  

Dennis 

 

 

 

    

 

 The time has come for me to pass the pen as editor of 

the Harbor Light. I have produced about 220 issues over the last 

18 years and have enjoyed every moment.  Age has taken itõs toll. 

The Harbor Club has always provided me with fun events and   

interesting articles that helped make my job much easier. Many thanks!  

 One of the rewards is sharing newsletters from clubs all over the   

country. We exchange articles and help keep this wonderful hobby going.           

I hope the next editor enjoys the same rewards as I have.  

 So letõs keep driving those Aõs and sharing the rewards of the      

friendships they bring.  

 

Sincerely  

 Dick  

Editorõs Corner 

By Dick Wyckoff  

A Note from the  

Harbor President  

Dennis Simpson 



3 

 



4 

Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive 

and Well!  
 If you are looking for a little tire -kicking 
adventure on Saturday  mornings between 7 and 
9AM, check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the 
corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Tor-
rance, CA. Several of the Harbor Model A club 
members and other car enthusiasts of all  car 
types meet to talk cars. There are some very 
nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Tor-
rance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.)  
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2026 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items   

 Jim Huizdos has a selection of new Club merchandise . We have hats, shirts, patches, t -shirts and we still 
have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come.  The updated 2026 Harbor phonebooks/
rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e -mail. Club members that don't attend events  can re-
quest a phonebook/roster  by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt  at 310 -561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info. 
Just a note : We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 
changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. Heõll put the info in the Harbor Light .        
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ARMED FORCES DAY CELEBRATION 

CITY OF TORRANCE - 64th ANNUAL PARADE 
 

The Harbor Area Model A Restorers Club will proudly be part of the celebration.  We will be driving our Model Aôs 

 in the 64th annual parade.  We have been working with the cityôs planning committee and have been invited to take 

 part in the dayôs festivities. 

 

HERE IS THE BASIC INFORMATION:  

Date:  Saturday, May 16th 

Location: Torrance 

Time:  11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

There will be additional specific information to follow. 
 

If you are interested, we need the following information from you: 

Your name, (unless you will be driving someone elseôs car, then they need the 

Owners name, in addition to yours) 

Year, make and model of your Model A 

Number of seats for passengers. 

The city would like to put riders in our cars during the parade. 

 
If you would like to participate in the parade, please contact Donnis Bates (310) 713-5830 (call or text).  We are excited 

 about this upcoming event, and would love to have you be a part of the celebration. 
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HARBOR AREA MARC/MAFCA BUSINESS MEETING  
 

DATE: February 27th, 2026    LOCATION:  Walteria Park Club House 

 

PRESIDENT:  Dennis Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:30PM. Dennis asked for motion to approve previous     

business meeting minutes. Daffy made the motion, Dick second the motion, all approved.  

SALUTE TO THE FLAG: Lead by Jack Gordinier 

RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS : Dick Wyckoff and Tim Harrison. 

PRESIDENT: Dennis Simpson reminder the members of Dorothy Knottôs funeral services tomorrow. Some members will 

drive their Model As. Dennis acknowledged the March birthdays and anniversaries of members.  

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Nathan Sherry- Reported he has an assortment of prizes from the Opportunity drawing.  

TREASURER: Daffy Wagner reported bank balance . Don Knott gave the club $200 in honor of his mother Dorothy Knott. 

HARBOR LIGHT EDITOR:  Dick Wyckoff ïSend articles and pictures from events. 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR:  Cliff LeFall ï Safety check will be March 28th at Gordinierôs from 10-3pm.   

  This will be a potluck lunch.   

TOUR DIRECTOR:  Open Position   

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON: Donnis Bates reported on upcoming club events. Thanks to Weeg for  

planning a fun Mystery Tour.  

March 24th- 26th --- Solvang King Fredrick Inn 

March 28th --- Safety check and potluck at Gordinierôs 10-3pm 

April 12th --- Orange County Pancake Breakfast 
May 1st-3rd --- CCRG in Bakersfield  

May 5th-7th --- Lake County Spring Opener 

May 16th --- Trying to get the club to participate in Armed Forced Day Parade in Torrance.  

Mat 31st ï June 7th ---  MAFCA National Convention  in Pendleton Oregon 

 

HISTORIAN:  Janet Winter ï No Report. 

 

TOOLS:  Bob DeCrescenzo ---Reported he loaned out a tool today. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Ursi Schmidt ïNo Report.  

SUNSHINE:  Theresa LeFall --- Best wishes to members who are having health issues; Mickey Fruchter, Mirco Pisu, Drain 

Marshall, Ron Ragon, Noralene Porper, Gary Guttormson and Jeanne Parrish. Theresaôs son is also having health issues.  

WEBMASTER:  Steve ThompsonðLatest events on website. Steve thanked Dennis for turning on headlights when on tour.  

ADVERTISING:  Jim Huizdos---No Report.  

MERCHANDISE:  Jim HuizdosðNew hats available.  

REFRESHMENTS:  Weeg Thompson--- Janet Winter and Thompsons furnished refreshments tonight.  

OLD/ON GOING BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS: Dennis thanked Steve for doing the photo shoot at the annual banquet. 

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING:  March 28th, 2026. Will be at the annual Safety check at the Gordinierôs. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  March 14th, 2026, 9:30AM at Alôs Garage. 

MEETING ADJOURNED:   8:08 PM   

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Gloria Younkin , Secretary 
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OUR MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR 
 

 On February 28th, a particularly lovely day weather-wise, more than 20 daring Harbor Area Model A Club members em-

barked on a Mystery Tour that turned out to be quite delightful and gave us a great opportunity to put some ñsmileageò on our cars.  

It worked out really well that we were able to park once and walk to all the stops on the tour.  We headed from Spires to San Pedro 

where we first enjoyed a fabulous lunch at Raffaello Ristorante.  In case you couldnôt guess, we had wonderful Italian cuisine with 

generous portions.   

 

 Following lunch, we walked less than two blocks to our second stop, a visit to see the extensive and varied collection of 

George Woytovich and Patti Kraakevic.  Housed in a three-story Art Deco building that started life as a Montgomery Ward store, 

the collection includes so many different things that words can hardly do it justice. We started with seeing Georgeôs fine cars, in-

cluding an Aston Martin, a Bentley, and a Pantera, which were something Jim H. appreciated. Some of the highlights include movie 

memorabilia, including cameras, lights, projectors, posters and books; a cabaret theater that features a bar with a brass ñfenceò from 

a bank in Portugal; a gallery of Georgeôs photography from their travels in India which Donnis found touched her heart; lots of neon 

signs (a favorite of Janet), and turnstiles from Candlestick Park.  One area that several people noted as especially fun was the hall-

way that is filled with a Pullman car lounge with the scenery one would see on a train ride from Chicago to Los Angeles projected 

on the walls outside the windows.  George shot the scenery himself when he and Patti took that train trip. Their home on the third 

floor contains numerous incredible items such as a serving cart from the Queen Mary, two bumper cars (one from Pacific Ocean 

Park), and a rare Wurlitzer jukebox that was only made for a short time because, shortly after production of this particular model 

began, they figured out the technology to flip the records over automatically.  A magnificent wood-glass-and-brass revolving door 

serves as the entrance to their bathrooms, closets and dressing areas.  The door came from the Westclox factory in Illinois.  Access 

to the 6,000 square foot rooftop garden features a B-52 bomber ladder.  The group appreciated George and Pattiôs warm and gener-

ous hospitality in opening their home and museum to us. 

 

 Our last stop was right next door at Collage: A Place for Art and Culture where we saw a show called Buddy Hollyôs Apart-

ment Tapes.  During the two months before his fatal plane crash, Buddy Holly wrote a number of songs which he recorded on demo 

tapes in his Greenwich Village apartment.  J.P. McDermott, an award-winning singer, guitarist, and bandleader, performed these 

songs and others and explored what in Hollyôs life might have led to these songs and how his move to New York City affected the 

22-year old from Texas.  Folks found that the stories and background that McDermott shared added interest and depth to the musical 

performance.  Several people also noted the importance of Collageôs executive director Richard Fossôs reminder to encourage young 

people to get out of their cocoons to enjoy the small live theater experience. The show provided a grand finish to our magical Mys-

tery Tour.   

 

 We did make one more stop at an art installation facing the parking lot where many of us took pictures with the angel wings 

painted on the wall.  The artist, Colette Miller, created the Global Angel Wings Project in 2012 in the streets of Los Angeles, the 

City of Angels, and there are now wings in many locations around the world.  The wings were painted to remind us that ñWe are the 

Angels of this Earth.ò  Jim H. had the absolute best picture of all. 
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     Some Mystery Tour Pictures  


