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Technical Activities

Saturday mornings.

We meet from about
9:30AM to noon to work on
Model A projects.

Bring your Model A by and
wedl |l work on
Al 6s Gar age,
907 Van Ness, Torrance
CA (inthe alley)
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Editor with his Cabriolet
at the cit
Christmas tree in
El Segundo, CA
last year.
Lots of nice comments!

Next Club Meetings:

The next club meeting will be
Friday, December 12th
Cookie and gift exchange

Enjoy the upcoming holidays!

Next Board Meeting
The next Board meeting
will be Saturday,
December 6th
Al s gar age,
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October Business meeting notes
Annual banquet order form (updated)
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A Note from the

The Second Gear Grind

It started out to be a somewhat busy November for your President, then it
fizzl ed out rather quickIly. The Ol 6 Girl and | were
press for the Southern California Regional Group (SCRG) meeting and delicious BBQ along with meeting some new
Model A friends from various other SoCal Model A Clubs. But, Mother Nature did not cooperate and the BBQ
was cancelled due to rain. The next day the Club was
renowned Mattel Hot Wheels designer. But, that too was postponed to a more Model A friendly day due to rain.
Hopefully the other event on my November Calendar wil
forget, the November Business med&t iBo@arwe Meamnberwae@t i ng

| hate to sound like a broken spoked wheel, but | received this e -mail from Medicare as | was writing
this;

Scammers are extra busy this time of year. They may pretend to be from Medicare or an insurance com-
pany to try to steal your personal information fi or even enroll you in a plan without your knowledge.
Remember, legitimate agents and brokers who represent Medicare plans need your permission before contacting
you. If you get an unsolicited call, just hang up. Uninvited emails or texts? You can ignore those, too.

Till next time, remember, 0 Keep your face to the sun and you wil

Dennis

Edi tords

By Dick Wyckoff

A little off topic, but this last week the nation celebrated Veterans
Day. As a 25 year Navy vet, | took a moment to thank all the vets | have
known and said a prayer for those that gave all.

The Harbor Club is preparing for some events in the near future. | want to thank the
committee and those that organize these events. They do an outstanding job and provide the
glue that holds the club together. The other officers do an outstanding job also and together we have a great
Harbor Area Model A Club. | am proud to be a member.

We have some fun events planned for the upcoming year. We take mini  -tours to different locations and

As the editor, | appreciate any photosandwrite -ups t hat you send. | donét
articles are really appreciated.
Hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season. | am looking forward to the annual banquet.
Till next time

Dick

al ways end up at a restaurant somewhere. (Funny how that

get




December 2025 Happenings

HARBOR A HAPPENIN

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 4 5) 6
DINNER:30 BOARD MEETING
*Location TBD 1'f Qa DI N
y — board mee iag
ACTIVITY COMMITT MODEL A TECHNIC
MEETING SUPPORT Q& ]
1pm 9:3012
7 9 10 11 12 13
OLD TOWMUSIC COOKIE & GIFT
HALL- Meet Me in St. EXCHANGE Walterig
Louis Club House 7:30 pm
MEETME _{ CRUNCH MODEL A
™$T.LOUIS) CRIZSCH TECHNICAL SUPPO
A ﬁ' -~ 0-% 1 £ Qa DI N
o ? ; CR% $ICH 9:3012
a‘" L INNER:30 }: . .j+
;&‘j *LocationTBD }d : .j—l—
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
i g DINNER:30
8 *Location TBD
9 MODEL A
' TECHNICAL SUPPO
¥ 1 1'fQa DI N
EL SEGUNDO 9:30-12
HOLIDAPARADE -
Hanukkah Begins
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Christmas Eve Kwanzaa Begins
| The Seven Principle
MODEL A
) ) TECHNICAL SUPPO
1fQa DI N
9:30-12
DINNER:30
*Location TBD
Christmas Day
28 29 30
DINNER:30 *Contact Jim
*Location TBD Huizdos or Gloria
Younkin for dinner
location.

TOURS & ACTIVITIES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

OLD TOWN MUSIC HAlMovie - Meet Me in St. Louis

Time: 2:30m

Date: Sunday, December 7th
Location: 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo

ELSEGUNDO HOLIDAY PARADEeme:{ I Vil Q&

Lunch: 12:30 Richmond Grill, 145 Richmond Street, El Segundo

22NJ aKz2 L]

Date: Sunday, December 14
Time: 1pm3pm/ Line up at 12pm
Location: Imperial Wg East of Main StreetContactDick Wyckoff
(310) 7795772 orjanndick@earthlink.netfor more information.

COOKIE & GIFT EXCHANGRd (a brief) Model A Business Meeting

Date: Friday, December 12

Location: Walteria Club House, 3855 W. #4Qtreet, Torrance

Time: 7:30

Please bring cookies to sharga plate for the table & bagegd cookies for the
exchange. (W suggest 2 cookies per bag)

Gift exchangdoptional) ¢ bring a wrapped gift ¢f approximately $25value)
33%Annual Fire Depal¥ Sy (i Qa { LJ NJ 2o optidr@)§ bring? &
an unwrapped toy (Contact the Simpsons for ag@propriate suggestions)

! SAVE
THE DATE

Saturday,January 24, 2026 Harbor Area Model A Club Banquet
Check backere next month for great events that are in the worker the New Year




Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive and Well!
If you are looking for a little tire -kicking adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9AM,
check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Torrance, CA. Sev-
eral of the Harbor Model A club members and other car enthusiasts of all car types meet to talk cars.
There are some very nice autos and some nice people there, too!
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Torrance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.)
Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.

2025 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise ltems

Jim Huizdos has a selection of new Club merchandise . We have hats, shirts, patches, t -shirts and we still
have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2025 Harbor phonebooks/
rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e~ -mail. Club members that don't attend events  can re-
guest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info.
Just a note : We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email

Vintage car junk yard

changes, l et Ur si know. Let Dick Wy cHaddrEighk now, t oo. H“oll



HARBOR AREA MARC/MAFCA BUSINESS MEETING

DATE: October 17th, 2025 LOCATION: Walteria Park Club House

PRESIDENT: Dennis Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:43PM, after the potluck dinner. Dennis ask for a
motion to approve previous Business meeting minutes as appeared in the Harbor Light; Steve Thompson made the
motion and Nathan Sherry second the motion and all approved.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG : Lead by Jack Gordinier

RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS : Drain Marshall, Dick Wyckoff, Tim Harrison and Rob Hernandez.

PRESI DENT: Dennis Simpson reported Brattonds Antique
turing will still be open. The club received a thank you letter from Esperance Center where the club donated in

Bi |l Keal eyds name. Al so a thank you from Relay For L
and birthdays.

VICE-PRESIDENT: Tim Harrison 6Reported activities committee is doi
with Banquet flyer and opportunity prizes. The Banquet will be at the Blue Water Grill on January 24 "1 2026.

TREASURER: Daffy Wagner reported bank balance Tim contributed $66.82 from recycling.

HARBOR LIGHT EDITOR: Dick Wyckoff 8 Send articles and pictures from events. Dec 14 " is the El Segundo
Christmas parade. More to come.

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR : Cliff LeFall 6 No Report.

TOUR DIRECTOR: Open Position

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON: Donnis Bates reported on upcoming events.

Oct18™ - Progressive lunch tour and poker run.

Oct 25 ™ - Pumpkin carving and BBQ at Jim Huizdos at 10 -3P, $20 per person.

Nov 16" --- Tour to Larry Woods Hot Wheels Garage.

Dec7" - Movie OMeet Me in St. Louiedé6 at the Old Town Mus
Lunch before.

HISTORIAN : Janet Winter o Absent.
TOOLS: Bob DeCrescenzo --- Tools available.

MEMBERSHIP: Ursi Schmidt 8 Local and National club dues are due. Our local dues are $40 and national dues
are $50. An additional $20 if you want the Harbor Light mailed to you.

SUNSHINE: Theresa LeFall --- No update on Mirco Pisu. Dot Knott is doing okay.

WEBMASTER: Steve Thompsonifi Website updated.

ADVERTISING: Jim Huizdos --- No Report.

MERCHANDISE: Jim Huizdos ii Merchandise available.

REFRESHMENTS: Weeg Thompson --- Mike Wright and the club furnished refreshments tonight.

OLD/ON GOING BUSINESS: Pat Harrison thanked members for bringing the Food For Kids bags and donations.

NEW BUSINESS: Dennis reported that we will have nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary and
Technical Director. Nominations were made as follows

President 8 Dennis Simpson

Vice President & Nathan Sherry

Secretary 0 Gloria Younkin

Technical & Cliff LaFall

Nominations were closed and nominations will be opened again at the November Business meeting.
NEXT BUSINESS MEETING:  November 21 2025. Walteria Park Club House. Set up at 7:30PM.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November8™ 2025, 9: 30AM at Al 6s Garage
MEETING ADJOURNED : 8:37PM RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: Gloria Younkin,Secretary

n
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Harbor Area Model A Restorers Club
2026 INSTALLATION BANQUET

IMAGE FROM OUR S0™ YEAR COOKBOOK COVER
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2026 FROM 11:00AM-4:00PM

Bluewater Grill - 665 North Harbor Drive, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

This year we will be enjoying a three-course meal (salad, entrée and dessert)
with the following entrée choices:
* Chicken Breast with Orange Thyme Beurre Blanc
* Norwegian Salmon with Dill Creme Fraiche
* Gemelli Pasta with Shrimp in Pesto Creme
* Vegetarian Entrée: Pasta with Marinara Sauce & Vegetables
Dessert: Creme Brulee Cheesecake

Non-alcoholic drinks (soft drinks, iced tea, lemonade and coffee) are included in the cost of your meal
and are available during social hour, as well as with your meal.
------------------------------ Order Form - Cut Here & retum with check to Daffy Wagner - - == ---- === =c=c=ccceameman-
Name: Entrée Selection Price $58.00"
Name: Entrée Selection Price $58.00"
TOTAL: §

For additional orders, please use the back of the order form section. Make checks payable to: HARBOR AREA MODEL A
CLUB and indicate your entrée selection on your check. Send checks to Daffy Wagner at 2705 Carnegie Lane, Redondo
Beach, CA 90278 by January 10™. *Note: The club is paying $15 per person. The actual cost for the meal is $73 per person. In
addition, your parking fee will be covered by the club. Take your ticket from the attendant and turn it in to Tim Harrison who

will process and return to you.




Model A Technical Info

FORD MODEL "A" MECHANICAL TIPS

How to Cure Backfiring &

Overheating
(From the Tulsa, Oklahoma Chapter MAFCA)

How to Cure Backfiring

Back firing is usually caused by the condenser failing, or the points may not have sufficient gap. Make
sure they are set at .018 to .020”. Make sure they are not burnt.

Backfiring can be caused by intermittent firing of the ignition system or very lean fuel mixture. If the
car has been setting for a while, the carburetor float valve may be sticking. Clean the float valve good
and set the float level. Backfiring due to intermittent ignition can be caused by a frayed wire on the
bottom side of the distributor plate . . or .. by intermittent connection of the ignition switch.

Potential Solutions:

Check point setting first.

Replace condenser next (unless you are using modern points). Make sure the condenser you
buy is the right length, some are too short. Make sure that it is good quality.

Check that the carburetor float valve is operating correctly.

Sometimes the pop out type ignition switches get intermittent. As a last resort, replace the ig-
nition switch/cable.

Check the GAV to make sure it is not set too lean

How to Deal with Model A Overheating

There are several things that can cause a Model A to overheat. The main cause is usually the radia-
tor. First you can check to see if your radiator has 3 rows of tubes. Some of the older replacement ra-
diators had only 2 rows. That will not provide sufficient cooling. If the radiator is old and has been in
the car a long time, the fins of the radiator become loose and cannot dissipate the heat. Also, if the ra-
diator is old calcium deposits in the radiator will reduce the cooling efficiency of the radiator.

Like many Model A owners we had to replace a radiator as once we got the car over 40 MPH it would
get hot. The radiator had 3 tubes but only 6 fins per inch (normal) plus the flow rate was quite

slow. The new core that was put on has 12 fins per inch plus they are crinkled to provide maximum
cooling surface area. Replacing the radiator along with slowing the rate of flow (installed a Thermo-
stat) stopped the overheating on our “A”.

Other potential causes of overheating: First make sure the timing is set correctly. Then make sure
nothing is blocking the front of the radiator, like a license plate. If you have a new engine, it will
sometimes run hot until it is broken in. There are several books and articles that have been written that
will tell how to correctly set the timing. A blown head gasket can also cause overheating. Check for
bubbles in the water at the filler neck. This may indicate a blown head gasket. Running your car too
lean (Gas Adjustment Valve, GAV) can also contribute to your motor running hot. In hot weather
there can be many contributing factors. ro
w
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First Model "A" Ford

fter nearly two decades of producing the

iconic Model T, Henry Ford made a bold
move in 1927 by shutting down his factory for
seven months to prepare for a brand-new ve-
hicle. The launch of the Ford Model A on De-
cember 2, 1927, was met with tremendous ex-
citement. Although the first Model A rolled
off the assembly line on October 20, 1927, it
wasn’t revealed to the public until December.
The first units were produced slowly but the
assembly line's pace quickened and serial pro-
duction began in November 1927.

nlike its predecessor, the Model A of-

fered buyers more choices, with seven
different body styles and four color options.
Its engine was a robust L-head 4-cylinder, cast
as a single block, featuring a 3-7/8" x 4-1/4"
bore and stroke, and a displacement of 200.5
cubic inches. The car delivered 24.03 SAE
horsepower and 40 brake horsepower at 2200
rpm. Fuel efficiency ranged from 20 to 30
miles per gallon, thanks to its Zenith one-
barrel carburetor.

Ve PR
Ortance, Califot™

T

s Produced 98 Years Ago

he Model A rode on a 103.5-inch

wheelbase with 4.50 x 21-inch tires and
a gear ratio of 3.77:1. It was equipped with a
three-speed sliding gear transmission and a
reverse gear. Safety and comfort were en-
hanced by four-wheel mechanical brakes,
Houdaille double-action hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, and semi-elliptic transverse springs at
both the front and rear. The car could reach
speeds of up to 65 mph.

(.’ tandard features included a starter, five
steel-spoke wheels, dash light, mirror,
windshield wiper, oil and gasoline gauges,
rear and stop lights, speedometer, a set of
tools, and a pressure grease gun for lubrica-
tion. Notably, bumpers were not part of the

standard equipment.

/ ricing for the Model A was competitive:

the Tudor Sedan was $495, the Fordor

was $570 (F.O.B. Detroit), the Roadster was
$385, and the Phaeton was $395. The Coupe
was priced at $495, while the Sport Coupe,
which featured a popular rumble seat, sold for
$550.
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December Birthdays December Anniversaries

Gary Guttormson Jack & Julie Goldberg

Anita Perreten

Sue Hankins

Dr. Joan Wright
Elyse Beardsley
Bob DeCrescenzo
Ruxella Speights
Greg Clayton
Jeanne Parrish

Jim Valet




