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Next Board Meeting  
The next Board meeting  

will be Saturday,  
October 4th 

Al’s garage, 9:30 AM 

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928-1931 Model ‘A’ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities 
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work on 
Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
we’ll work on it. 
Al’s Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA    (in the alley) 
 

     October 2025 

Next Club Meetings: 

The September meeting was at the picnic 
The October meeting will be on 
Friday, October 17 at 6:45 PM 

It is a potluck and meeting event. 
A-L Main dish 

M-Z Side dish or salad. 
Bring your ‘Food for Kids’ Donations 

Ten Harbor A’s at the 100th anniversary of the Walteria grammar school 
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A Note from  

Harbor President 

 

 … The Second Gear Grind 
 
 Well, it happened again!  The Harbor Area Model A Club has been hacked one more time. Appears that 
there was an e-mail sent to all Board Members and Appointed Officers asking them to send your President (me) 
gift cards.  Now while I would appreciate if you would like to send me gift cards, it wasn’t me asking nor was it my 
e-mail address that the cards were supposed to be sent to.  Thank you Ursi for alerting me so I could inform the 
others.  It appears the perps got our info off of the website.  Be careful out there!! 

 
 On a brighter side, we had 11 Model A’s and 16 members join us in celebrating the Walteria Elementary 
School’s 100th Year Anniversary.  It really makes me happy to see this many members out enjoying their cars and 
spreading the “Smileage”.  Walteria Elementary School was Joan Gordinier’s Alma Mater.  Joan said she didn’t 
recognize any of the teachers tho… All the children, parents and teachers really were overjoyed by the display 
of our 95 year old cars.  In all the activity, we met Alwyn Behmer, who became one of our newest members.  Al-
wyn is shopping for a ’30-31 Tudor. 

 
 Next up we had our 68th Annual Picnic.  We also observed the International Model A Ford Day with 8 
Model A’s showing up for the picnic.  As usual, it was a fantastic day with good food, visiting with members (some 
we don’t see enough of) and fun activities.  Even Mother Nature cooperated.  And to cap it all off, Tek Wojtek 
and Karla Tolentino (I hope I didn’t destroy your names too bad) joined the club.  Great job everyone that helped 
put on this outstanding event!! 
 
 Coming up next month we have our nominations for Board Members!! 
 Till next time, remember, If it looks suspect, it probably is. 
 

  Dennis 

 

 

 

 

         

         A Fun Month 
 September was a fun time thanks to our activity committee. 

The big event was the annual family picnic.  Donnis and her team organ-

ized everything from location, to work assignments, to set-up, to food, 

to  fun activities, to clean-up.  Super job, team! We had a nice crowd in attendance. Something like 55 people.     

It was great to see several new members and their families. (Pictures on page 6 and 7).. 

 From an editor’s point of view, anyone with some pictures at events like this, send them to me. (I was so 

busy having fun, I didn’t get a group photo! My bad!  

 Looking forward to more events. I know the committee is already working on that. . . 

 

  ‘Till next time 

   Dick  

Editor’s Corner 

By Dick Wyckoff 
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October 2025 Happenings 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive and Well! 
 If you are looking for a little tire-kicking adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9AM, 
check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Torrance, CA. Sev-
eral of the Harbor Model A club members and other car enthusiasts of all  car types meet to talk cars. 
There are some very nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Torrance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.) 
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2025 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items  

 Jim Huizdos has a selection of new Club merchandise. We have hats, shirts, patches, t-shirts and we still 
have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2025 Harbor phonebooks/
rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e-mail. Club members that don't attend events can re-
quest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at 310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info. 
Just a note: We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 
changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. He’ll put the info in the Harbor Light.        

Welcoming our new members 
 

      #1096 Tek and Karla Tolentino P.O. Box 662176, Los Angeles CA 9006    

  Email: svswojtek@yahoo.com.  Tek is a caretaker and Carla is a nurse and loves to bake. 

 

      #1097 Alwyn Behmer and Ina Knott  3724 Spencer St., #310, Torrance, CA 90503 

 Email:  alwynbehmer@gmail.com   Birthday: October 25th. Alwyn is from South Africa.  

 He is looking for a 1930/31 Tudor or Coupe. 
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HARBOR AREA MARC/MAFCA BUSINESS MEETING 
DATE:  August  22nd, 2025    LOCATION:  Walteria Park Club House 

 

PRESIDENT:  Dennis Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. Dennis ask for a motion to accept the minutes 

from the previous meeting as appeared in the Harbor Light; Nathan Sherry made the motion and Jim Huizdos second the motion and 
all approved. 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG: Lead by Jack Gordinier. 

RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS : Drain Marshall, Dick Wyckoff and Tim Harrison. 

PRESIDENT:  Dennis Simpson --- Reported last Saturday, 7 Model As went to the Honda Museum car show. Dennis 

talked with several people who didn’t know there was a Model A club in Torrance. Birthdays and anniversaries were recognized.  

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Tim Harrison – Reported our club has advertised in the Daily Breeze. Tim was impressed by how 

many young families attended the Honda event. Remember our club picnic is September 14th at Lomita Park. We will have Hubley 

races and games at the picnic. Bob DeCrescenzo had to repair the Hubley track, thanks Bob.  

TREASURER: Daffy Wagner reported the current bank balance. Recently the club received $ 155.87 from the Estate of 

Joe Jankiewicz. The club put down a deposit for the Blue Water Grill for the Banquet. 

HARBOR LIGHT EDITOR:  Dick Wyckoff – Reported the El Segundo car show was August 16th. Dick’s Model A was 

the only stock Model A in the show. There were 360 cars on display.        
 Dick reported the club’s Harbor Light newsletter was first published in September 1961.  

Send articles and pictures from club events to the editor 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR:  Cliff LeFall – Will be working on Hubley cars the next 2 Saturdays at Al’s Garage.  

TOUR DIRECTOR:  Open Position   

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON: Donnis Bates 

Donnis and Weeg reported on upcoming events. 

Sept 6th –   Walteria Elementary 100th Anniversary. 11-2PM. 

Sept 14th – Annual Club Picnic at Lomita Park. 10-3PM. $20 per lunch, order and pay by September 10th to Weeg.  

Oct 11th --- Redondo Union High School Car Show 9-3PM. 

Oct 18th - –Tour to Valmonte Garden and a printing press museum. Replacing the usual progressive lunch with lunch at a 

             restaurant. 
Oct 25th --- Pumpkin carving at 10AM. 

 

HISTORIAN:  Janet Winter – Absent. 

 

TOOLS:  Bob DeCrescenzo --- All 34 club tools available. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Ursi Schmidt – No Report.  

SUNSHINE:  Theresa LeFall --- Reported Dot Knott is still in the Hospital. Mirco Pisu is about the same. Elaine Pisu’s 

mother (Lydia Sidio) will be 99 on September 14th. Send cards to Elaine’s address. 

WEBMASTER:  Steve Thompson—Website updated. 

ADVERTISING:  Jim Huizdos--- No Report.  

MERCHANDISE:  Jim Huizdos—Merchandise available. Dennis has club logo car emblems for sale.  

REFRESHMENTS:  Weeg Thompson --- Reported Thompson’s providing refreshments tonight. 

OLD / ONGOING BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS: Donnis and Weeg visited Dot on her birthday, August 20th.  

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING:  September 14th 2025, at the Picnic 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  September 13th 2025, 9:30AM at Al’s Garage. 

MEETING ADJOURNED:  8:17 P.M.     

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Gloria Younkin, Secretary 
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Member’s A’s at the picnic 

Dr Steve                       Jack                              Andy     Donnis             Jack          Gloria
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Cars ready to race Gal’s racing team 

Men’s winners 

Ladies winners 

Happy Birthday, Cliff! 

More annual picnic pictures 
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Era ad for Cabriolet 



 

 
 October Birthdays October Anniversaries 

9 Julie Goldberg 

17 Danny Schmitz 

23 Billie Gillingham 

25 Tim Harrison 

 
25 Alwyn Behmer 

31 Rene Covarrubias 

1 Jim & Ruxella Speights 

20 Jim & Elyse Beardsley 

 

 

 
AMMETER HOT 

Question: 

My ammeter on my 31 coupe is hot or warm to the touch when charging 8 amps. Is this normal? 

 
Answer: 
 This is not a normal situation you have with your ammeter. This is usually caused by the two nuts on 
the back of the ammeter being loose and causing a high resistance at the connection. The resistance gener-
ates heat. Remove the instrument panel and tighten the two nuts on the back of the ammeter. Also make 
sure the nuts on the firewall terminal box studs are tight. Remove the two brass wing nuts on the terminal box 
cover, remove the cover and tighten the nuts on the two stud bolts. Also check the two wires that connect to 
the two terminal box studs to the two connections on the ammeter (yellow and yellow/black wires). Make sure 
they have not been over heated due to loose connections. This should solve the problem. If not I would 
change the ammeter. -  
Les Andrews, 1998 Technical Director 
 

 
               BATTERY CABLES 
Question: 
When I attempt to connect the battery cables to the 6 Volt battery in my 1929 Model A Ford, it seems to gen-
erate an excessive amount of sparking when I touch the cables to the posts. I don't remember happening be-
fore. Can you suggest any reasons for this? Might I damage the electrical system if I secure the cables any-
way? Thank you for any help you might provide. 

Answer: 
Make sure you are not connecting the positive to the negative ground. Also check to be sure there is nothing 
touching either of the two battery posts, such has the battery hold down clamps, shorts or other ground con-
tact. Let me know what you find. -  
Lyle Meek, 1997 Technical Director 

Model A Technical Info 



The Harbor Light is a monthly publication for the Harbor Area MARC/MAFCA.  All articles or want ads must be 
received by the 15th of each month in order to appear in the following month’s publication. Neither the Harbor 
Light and its staff, nor the Harbor Region of the Model A Restorer’s Club Inc. and Model A Ford Club of America, 
Inc. will assume any liability for errors or omissions, or for any liability or resultant damages for products, opin-
ions or services listed herein. Some information contained in our newsletter has been reprinted from other news-
letters; we thank and acknowledge them. Editor 
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Era Fashions 1930 



 

M B RENTALS 

    Studio Equipment 

    Lights and Fixtures 

 

      Drain Marshall 
Home: (310) 378-5061 

     Cell:  (310) 570-5938  
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Proud printer of the ‘Harbor Light’ 

 

Our Advertising Friends 
CW Moss Ford Parts 
420 W. Chapman Ave. 

Orange, CA 92866 

1-800-322-1932 

 

 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

1-562-590-3100 

 

 

Snyder’s Antique Auto 
12925 Woodworth Rd. 

New Springfield, OH 44443 

1-888-262-5712 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ford+Model+A+Drawings&view=detailv2&&id=5550F79B282484C1C54AEC7D6E1A022467D7B4D8&selectedIndex=18&ccid=%2baJkYNR3&simid=607993045845607523&thid=OIP.Mf9a26460d477d0c920261ad706479251o0


From: 
Harbor Area Model A Club 
Dick Wyckoff, Editor 
337 Lomita St. 
El Segundo CA 90245 

2025 Board of Directors: 
President: 
Dennis Simpson      (310) 343-8227 

Email:  OldFordor@gmail.com 
Vice-President: 
Tim Harrison       (310) 920-3319 
Treasurer: 
Daffy Wagner        (310) 374-6113 
Secretary: 
Gloria Younkin         (310) 316-8722 
Activities Committee:   
Donnis Bates        (310) 713-5830 
Technical Director/Safety: 
Cliff LeFall        (323) 715-3153 

Appointed Officers: 
Membership: 
Ursula Schmidt    (310) 561-4895 
Historian:   
Janet Winter       (310) 251-6673 
Sunshine Secretary:  
Theresa LeFall     (323) 715-3153 
Advertising: 
Jim Huizdos     (310) 529-7515 
Refreshments Coordinator: 
Weeg Thompson   (310) 346-6409 
Regional Correspondent: 
Sue Hankins     (310) 357-5233 
Web: HarborAreaModelAClub.com 

Appointed Officers: 
Tool Custodian: 
Bob De Crescenzo (310) 540-3690 
Merchandise: 
Jim Huizdos         (310) 529-7515 
M/Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Jack Gordinier     (424) 263-2397 
Webmaster:   
Steve Thompson    (310) 346-6143 
 
Harbor Light editor: 
Dick Wyckoff      (310) 779-5772   
E-mail: JannDick@earthlink.net 

October  2025 

 

     TO: 

For MARC info and membership, see 
www.ModelARestorers.org 

For MAFCA info and membership, see 
www.MAFCA.com 

The Harbor Area A’s meet monthly on the last Friday of every month at the Walteria Park Clubhouse, located at  3855 W. 
242nd St. in Torrance, California.  Meetings begin at 7:30 PM (The park is located about 1-1/2 blocks west of Hawthorne Blvd. 
and one block south of Pacific Coast Hwy.)  We’d like to invite all interested parties, even if they don’t own a Model A Ford, to 
come and join us.  Our goal is to educate the public about Model A Fords  and have fun while doing it.   

The Harbor Light 

Donnis and Janet  

at  recent car show 


