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Next Board Meeting  
The next Board meeting  

will be Saturday,  
March 8th 

Al’s garage, 9:30AM 

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928-1931 Model ‘A’ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities 
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work 
on Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
we’ll work on it. 
Al’s Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA    (in the alley) 
Annual Safety check at the home of  
Jack and Joan Gordinier 1 March 2025 
 

2016-2022 MARC   
Award of Continuing Excellence 
for Harbor Light newsletter. 

2020, 2023 MAFCA  
Newsletter of Merit 

    March 2025 

 
Next Club Meetings: 

 

The February meeting is at the 
Walteria Clubhouse on 

Friday, February 28th, 7:30PM. 
The March meeting is  

March 28th 

Super Bowl / birthday gathering at the Pisu’s home 
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A Note from  

Harbor President 

Dennis Simpson 

 

The Second Gear Grind 
Pretty quiet in February following the Fantastic 2025 Banquet. But this is just the beginning of the year. 
 

We did have a Blast (and ate way too much) at the Super Bowl Party hosted by Pisus, as we always do. Thank you once again 

Mirco and Elaine. I think Linda even broke even on the money we spent on the pools. I, as usual, won nothing. 
 

Then later in the month 8 Model A’s and a modern or two went on the “Just ‘A’ Mystery Tour” tour which took us for a little 

cruise thru North Redondo Beach, Manhattan Beach, El Segundo and Hermosa Beach, ending at the Hermosa Beach Historical 

Society Museum. Visiting the HB Museum brought back memories for me as I grew up in Hermosa Beach and my mother and I 

both attended Pier Avenue Junior High School (no. not at the same time!!) in the buildings where the museum is housed. The 

main part of the Museum is in the old wood shop just below the cafeteria/gymnasium. 
 

Next up is our Annual Safety Meeting on March 1st at the home of Jack and Joan, 2017 W. 238th St. Torrance. It is a pot 

luck event. A-L Side dish/Salad, M-Z Main dish. I expect all of our members that have a Model A will be attending so Cliff 

and his “Safety Crew” can check your cars to ensure they are safe to drive on all the exciting tours and events the Activities 

Committee has planned for us in 2025. Bring your CASH. VP Tim is having a 50-50 drawing. 
 

Soon after the Safety Check we will be trekking down to the City of Orange for the Annual 

OCMAFC Pancake Breakfast. This is one of my favorite events. It is ~70 miles round trip so make 

sure your car is safe and able. 
 

Until next time, Remember, If you are only using your Model A to hold up a car cover, you are miss-

ing the best part of owning one.         Dennis 

    

 

 

 

 The weather here in So Cal has been a little wet so I 

haven’t driven the Cabbie lately. This will change shortly!  I 

guess we are a bunch of wimps compared to the rest of the 

country! (Hope everyone is safe and warm.) 

 Looking forward to some fun activities. Our Harbor Activity Committee is doing a fabulous job 

with current and future events. You are the BEST!  

 I got to thinking about how long I have owned a Model A. When I was a senior in High School in 

1960, Model As were only 30 years old. A couple of my friends owned one.  So my first car was a ‘29 

Roadster Pick-up. Bought it off of a farm for $150 and drove it home. It was a daily driver for me to 

both high school and junior college. I went in the Navy in 1963 and basically forgot the car in my par-

ent’s garage. When I bought my own house in 1976, I moved the A to that house and forgot it until 

1998. I re-discovered interest in As from car shows and restored the pickup. I still have it!  65 years…. 

 You see, Model As have been part of my life for a long time. Thank you, Henry! 
  Dick 

Editor’s Corner 

By Dick Wyckoff 
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                       Super Bowl Gathering at the Pisu’s 
 

      On Super Bowl Sunday, Elaine and Mirco Pisu invited the Harbor Club to their home to 

watch the Super Bowl Football game. Three large screen TVs were on so everyone had a good 

seat. The rule for attending was to bring something to eat and to share with others.  

It didn’t take long before we had 20+ people show up with enough food to feed a football team!

It happened to also be Harbor Secretary Gloria Younkin’s birthday.  
 A couple football pools were passed around to add to the fun. Well. . . . The game turned out to be 

not that exciting. When the score was 20 to 0 early on, the focus was less football and more eating! We 

have some great cooks and there was a big variety of food.  We did take time to take a few pictures. 

Birthday girl Gloria and host Mirco 

Happy Birthday Gloria 

Linda serving Gloria’s birthday cake 

Prez Dennis relaxing 

The ladies discussing the game. . .  or something 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive and Well! 
 If you are looking for a little tire-kicking adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9AM, 
check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Torrance, CA. Sev-
eral of the Harbor Model A club members and other car enthusiasts of all  car types meet to talk cars. 
There are some very nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Torrance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.) 
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2025 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items  

 Jim Huizdos has a selection of new Club merchandise. We have hats, shirts, patches, t-shirts and we still 

have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2025 Harbor phonebooks/

rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e-mail. Club members that don't attend events can re-

quest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at 310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info. 

Just a note: We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 

changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. He’ll put the info in the Harbor Light.        

 

Donnis learning about her Model A Tudor 

 New to driving a Model A, Activities chair, Donnis Bates, 

carefully drove her Sedan to the Saturday morning ‘Al’s Garage’ 

maintenance gathering led by Cliff LeFall. The team did a safety 

check and checked and adjusted the brakes, steering, ignition, and 

lights. After, it was taken for a drive with Donnis. All is well!  
 Donnis checking tire air pressure 

Cliff and team checking brake adjustment 
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Model A Era Ad 
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For Sale 

For Sale 
1933/1934  

A pair of Quartz Halogen headlights. 

Used, but like new! 

$300 

Call: 310-529-8911 

(Torrance, CA) 
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 Al’s Garage 



 

 
 

March  Birthdays March Anniversaries 

 

1930 Era Fashions 

8 Richard Parrish 

9 Steve Adams 

12 Margaret Gott 

25 Jack  Goldberg 

28 Jim Perreten 

7 Tim & Pat Harrison 

Welcome our New Members  

#1094 Eugene and Billie Gillingham 

629 W. Oak Ave, El Segundo, Ca 90254 

They drive a 1931 Tudor Sedan. 
Welcome! 



The Harbor Light is a monthly publication for the Harbor Area MARC/MAFCA.  All articles or want ads must be 
received by the 15th of each month in order to appear in the following month’s publication. Neither the Harbor 
Light and its staff, nor the Harbor Region of the Model A Restorer’s Club Inc. and Model A Ford Club of America, 
Inc. will assume any liability for errors or omissions, or for any liability or resultant damages for products, opin-
ions or services listed herein. Some information contained in our newsletter has been reprinted from other news-
letters; we thank and acknowledge them. Editor 
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Price changes in just 24 years! 
 

THE PRICE OF GAS 

 Thanks to Ursi for providing a cost comparison for different liquids 

 in contrast to the cost of gasoline back in 2007!  Here is an update for 2025  

  

 
  

In comparison to other liquids, the price of gasoline doesn’t seem so bad.   

 
  

 So I suppose that the lesson here is to take good care of your  

brakes ($128/gallon) and stay healthy  (NyQuil $154.56, Pepto Bismol $119.84)!   

Year            Gasoline- Cost per gallon   

             (per Dept. of Energy)  

2001        $ 1.64  

2005       $ 2.01    

2010        $ 3.06  

2015        $ 2.60  

2020        $ 3.49  

2024        $ 4.30  

  2025 price Price per 

gallon 

Gasoline  $4.31 (per Dept. of     

Energy)  

$ 4.31*  

      

Evian Water    $ 3.29/liter  $ 12.45  

Snapple    $ 1.25/16 oz.  $ 10.00  

Lipton Ice tea    $ 1.12/16 oz.  $ 8.96  

Gatorade    $ 2.69/20 oz.   $ 28.58  

Vicks Nyquil    $ 14.49/12 oz.   $ 154.56  

Pepto Bismol    $ 7.49/8 oz.   $ 119.84  

Scope Mouthwash    $ 5.99/33.8 fl oz.  $ 22.68 

STP Brake Fluid     $ 12.00/12 oz.  $ 128.00  

A little recent history 



 

M B RENTALS 

    Studio Equipment 

    Lights and Fixtures 

 

      Drain Marshall 
Home: (310) 378-5061 

     Cell:  (310) 570-5938  
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25308 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90505 

Email: joeyssmokinbbq@outlook.com 
1-310-257-1324 

Proud printer of the ‘Harbor Light’ 

 

Our Advertising Friends 
CW Moss Ford Parts 
420 W. Chapman Ave. 

Orange, CA 92866 

1-800-322-1932 

 

 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

1-562-590-3100 

 

 

Snyder’s Antique Auto 
12925 Woodworth Rd. 

New Springfield, OH 44443 

1-888-262-5712 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ford+Model+A+Drawings&view=detailv2&&id=5550F79B282484C1C54AEC7D6E1A022467D7B4D8&selectedIndex=18&ccid=%2baJkYNR3&simid=607993045845607523&thid=OIP.Mf9a26460d477d0c920261ad706479251o0


From: 
Harbor Area Model A Club 
Dick Wyckoff, Editor 
337 Lomita St. 
El Segundo CA 90245 

2025 Board of Directors: 
President: 
Dennis Simpson      (310) 343-8227 

Email:  OldFordor@gmail.com 
Vice-President: 
Tim Harrison       (310) 920-3319 
Treasurer: 
Daffy Wagner        (310) 374-6113 
Secretary: 
Gloria Younkin         (310) 316-8722 
Activities Committee:   
Donnis Bates        (310) 713-5830 
Technical Director/Safety: 
Cliff LeFall        (323) 715-3153 

Appointed Officers: 
Membership: 
Ursula Schmidt    (310) 561-4895 
Historian:   
Janet Winter       (310) 251-6673 
Sunshine Secretary:  
Theresa LeFall     (323) 715-3153 
Advertising: 
Jim Huizdos     (310) 375-2737 
Refreshments Coordinator: 
Weeg Thompson   (310) 346-6409 
Regional Correspondent: 
Sue Hankins     (310) 357-5233 
Web: HarborAreaModelAClub.com 

Appointed Officers: 
Tool Custodian: 
Bob De Crescenzo (310) 540-3690 
Merchandise: 
Jim Huizdos (310) 375-2737 
M/Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Jack Gordinier      (424) 263-2397 
Webmaster:   
Steve Thompson    (310) 346-6143 
 
Harbor Light editor: 
Dick Wyckoff       (310) 779-5772   

E-mail: JannDick@earthlink.net 

March 2025 

 

     TO: 

For MARC info and membership, see 
www.ModelARestorers.org 

For MAFCA info and membership, see 
www.MAFCA.com 

The Harbor Area A’s meet monthly on the last Friday of every month at the Walteria Park Clubhouse, located at  3855 W. 
242nd St. in Torrance, California.  Meetings begin at 7:30 PM (The park is located about 1-1/2 blocks west of Hawthorne Blvd. 
and one block south of Pacific Coast Hwy.)  We’d like to invite all interested parties, even if they don’t own a Model A Ford, to 
come and join us.  Our goal is to educate the public about Model A Fords  and have fun while doing it.   

The Harbor Light 


