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Next Board Meeting  
The next Board meeting  

will be Saturday,  
February 10th 

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928-1931 Model ‘A’ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities 
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work on 
Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
we’ll work on it. 
Al’s Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA  
   (in the alley) 

2016-2022 MARC   
Award of Continuing Excellence 
for Harbor Light newsletter. 

2020 MAFCA  
Newsletter of Merit 

  February 2024 

Next Club Meetings: 
The February meeting is  
A week earlier this month 
Friday, February 16th. 

The March meeting will be a week earlier 
also due to Easter. 

It will be Friday, March 22nd 

 

Harbor’s Board and Activity leaders 
Woman and Man of the year 

Donnis Bates and Steve Thompson 

Incoming Club President 
Dennis Simpson  

And his wife Linda Incoming Board of Directors 
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 Wow! Did we have a fun time at the  

annual banquet. We had 63 people there     

enjoying the company and the great food. Lots of raffle prizes of all kinds 

were on display. No one came away empty 

handed. There were 13 Model As driven to 

the event and the Blue Water Grill parking 

staff lined them all up for display and lots 

of pictures. How fun! 

 Looks like 2024 is going to be a fun 

year. We have some very creative and tal-

ented members  contributing to the pro-

grams. Let’s drive those A’s. Ahooga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Gear Grind 
 

 With our Annual Banquet behind us, I would like to thank all who helped make it a huge success.   I would 

also like to thank Rob Hernandez for his service as our President the last two years, and the rest of the Board of 

Directors and Appointed officers for their hard work and dedication. After 6 years being your Vice President, 

you would think you would be tired of me by now. But No… y’all go and elect me President. Hence, The Second Gear 

Grind… 

 Looking forward toward 2024, I am sure we will have lots of new adventures together. Our Activities 

Committee has many new and exciting plans for us. Any members that have suggestions for events, let us hear 

them. I will continue to keep members informed with BLAST� E-mails for announcements and warnings (SCAMS), 

so watch your In-box. 

  Along with my Vice President, Tim Harrison, and our great support group, I see our club continue to grow, 

participating in local and National Events and attracting new members. 

 When my son Joseph and I were younger, we use to watch “Rolie Polie Olie, the Defender of Fun” and I 

will try to follow his motto as your President… “I will do my best… because it is the best I can do”.  

 

  Dennis 

A Note from  

Harbor President 

Dennis Simpson 

Editor’s Corner 

By Dick Wyckoff 
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Some 2024 Annual Banquet pictures 

Pictures by  

Steve Thompson 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive and Well! 
 If you are looking for a little tire-kicking adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9AM, 
check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Torrance, CA. Sev-
eral of the Harbor Model A club members and other car enthusiasts of all  car types meet to talk cars. 
There are some very nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Torrance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.) 
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2024 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items  

 Ruxella and Jim have a selection of new Club merchandise. We have hats, shirts, patches, t-shirts and we 
still have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2024 Harbor phonebooks/
rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e-mail. Club members that don't attend events can re-
quest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at 310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info. 
Just a note: We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 
changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. He’ll put the info in the Harbor Light.        
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 Please send in your dues for 2024.The annual dues for the Torrance Harbor MARC are $40. 

The National MARC dues for 2024 are $50 annually. 

 Make the check out to “Harbor M.A.R.C.” and send it to me: 

                                             Ursula Schmidt 

                                            26419 Pineknoll Ave. 

                                            Harbor City, CA 90710. 

 If you would like to pay for the Ntl. MARC dues and the Torrance Harbor MARC dues at the same time, 

make the check out for $90. I will then forward your $50 to MARC. 

  Postage stayed the same; $10 additional if you are still getting the 

 Harborlight by regular mail. 

 Thank you for supporting your Torrance Harbor Area MARC . . . . 

  Ursula Schmidt 

 Membership 
 

2024 Harbor and National Dues Info 

 

A Little Ford History 
 

 

 Automotive pioneer Henry Ford struck gold with the Ford Model T in 1908, but the road to success wasn't smooth. 

Ford built his first one-cylinder gas engine in 1893 and created his first car -- which was more or less just a frame mounted 

on borrowed bicycle wheels -- in June 1896. Inspired by his creation, Ford resigned from his chief engineering position at the 

Edison Illuminating Company and established the Detroit Automobile Company in August 1899. 

 The company went bankrupt in 18 months, but Ford tried again in 1901 and launched the Henry Ford Company. How-

ever, he soon left the company and instead invested $28,000 to start the Ford Motor Company on June 16, 1903. Ford pro-

ceeded to create vehicle prototypes from 1903 and 1907 before officially launching the Model T in 1908. 

 The rest, as they say, is history. The automaker sold 15 million Model Ts from 1908 to 1927 before introducing the 

company's second car, the Model A, in November 1927. The Model T is the genesis of modern auto building, but how did Henry 

Ford develop the Model T name? 

 Before the Model T became a production reality, Ford and his engineering team built around 20 prototypes before 

debuting the car in 1908, naming each design after a letter of the alphabet. By the time the team had reached what would 

become the Model T, the revolutionary features they had designed worked together to make it durable, reliable, and easy to 

operate. The Ford Motor Company's internal naming scheme stuck, and Henry Ford agreed to the Model T production name -- 

naming the car after the 20th letter in the alphabet. 

 The Model T earned a collection of nicknames since its debut -- from Tin Lizzie to T Model -- but what about its suc-

cessor, the Model A? If the Model T was supposedly the 20th prototype, why didn't Henry Ford call his second production car 

the Model U instead? 

 As it turns out, the Model T's successor was a clean-sheet design, and Ford wanted a fresh start with the Model A. 

Ford sold three million Model A units by 1930, three years after its debut, and introduced the Model B in 1927 before aban-

doning the alphabet-based nomenclatures and debuting the Ford Model 18 and Model 40 by 1932. This, of course, would only 

be the beginning of the many historic and iconic Ford models produced over the following century. 

https://www.slashgear.com/1402825/most-iconic-ford-models-ever-built/
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February Happenings from the  
Activities Committee 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

FEBRUARY  2024 
HARBOR A 

HAPPENINGS! 
 

   1 2 
 

Groundhog Day 
 

 

3 
 

MODEL A TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT  

Al’s Garage 
9:30-12 

3 
 

5 
 

DINNER 4:30 
*Location TBD 

 
 

6 7 
ACTIVITY 

COMMITTEE MTG—
10 A.M. 

 

 

8 
 

9 10 
BOARD MEETING 

Al’s Garage 9:30 am 

 
MODEL A TECH. 

SUPPORT  
Al’s Garage 

9:30-12 

11 
 

12 
 

DINNER 4:30 
*Location TBD 

13 
 

 
 

14 
 

 
AND 

 

15 16 
MODEL A CLUB 

MEETING—Walteria 
Club House 7:30 pm 

 
Guest Speaker  

Everything you ever 
wanted to know 
about Gasoline 

17 
 

MODEL A TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT  

Al’s Garage 
9:30-12 

18 
 

SOFI STADIUM TOUR 
 
 

 
 

19 
 

DINNER 4:30 
*Location TBD 

 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

MODEL A TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT  

Al’s Garage 
9:30-12 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 

DINNER 4:30 
*Location TBD 

27 28 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

 
 

 
 

*Contact Jim 
Huizdos or Gloria 

Younkin for dinner 

location. 

 
 

U P C O M I N G    E V E N T S  
FEBRUARY 
Friday, February 16TH, BUSINESS MEETING  
Location:   Walteria Club House, 3855 W. 242nd Street, Torrance, 
90505 
Time:  7:30PM 
We will be having a guest speaker!  
Topic:  Everything you ever wanted to know about Gasoline, but 
were afraid to ask!!!! 
There will be an opportunity drawing and a delicious treat to 
enjoy while you visit  
 
Sunday, February 18th, SOFI STADIUM TOUR 
Location:  Sofi Stadium, 1000 S. Prairie Avenue, Inglewood, CA 
90301 
Time:  11:00AM 
Cost:  $48 per person (includes lunch) 
Meeting Time & Location:  TBD – more information to follow 
See article in Harbor Light for additional information on the 

SAVE THE DATES 
MARCH 
Saturday, March 2nd,  SAFETY CHECK  
Location:  Jack & Joan Gordiniers home, 2017 West 238th Street,  
Torrance, 90501 
Time:  10:00AM 
Potluck:  A-L Side or Salad, M-Z Main Dish 
 
Friday, March 8th & Saturday March 9th , CCRG 
Hosted by:  the Fresno/Clovis Sierra A’s 
Location:  Clovis California  
More Info contact Tom Dodd tddodd@sbcglobal.net   
 
APRIL 

 Sunday, April 14th, ORANGE COUNTY PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

 Wednesday, April 24th, ADAMSON HOUSE & LUNCH 
 

CHECK NEXT MONTH FOR MORE FUN TIMES ON THE ROAD AHEAD! 
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Technical Tips 



8 

Era Fashions 



 

 



The Harbor Light is a monthly publication for the Harbor Area MARC/MAFCA.  All articles or want ads must be 
received by the 15th of each month in order to appear in the following month’s publication. Neither the Harbor 
Light and its staff, nor the Harbor Region of the Model A Restorer’s Club Inc. and Model A Ford Club of America, 
Inc. will assume any liability for errors or omissions, or for any liability or resultant damages for products, opin-
ions or services listed herein. Some information contained in our newsletter has been reprinted from other news-
letters; we thank and acknowledge them. Editor 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

February Birthdays 

3 Don Knott 

5 Ron Ragon 

5 Laura Pahls 

6 Sheree Wright 

9 Gloria Younkin 

15 Elaine Pisu 

18 Liz Dye 

24 Dick Wyckoff 

25 Daffy Wagner 

February Anniversaries 

14 Jim & Anita Perreten 

20 Mike & Sheree Wright 

 
SOFI STADIUM TOUR 

We have an exciting event coming up!  This should be a fun experience for us to start our year of ‘Out and About In Our 
Model A’s’.  What will be included in our trip to Sofi Stadium?   

 
1. 60 minute privately guided tour with your own dedicated tour guide that will assist with any folks who may need 

some additional care with mobility needs. 
A. History of Hollywood Park and why SoFi Stadium decided to be established here 
B. Engineering and Architecture of the stadium 
C. Plant life, water conservation and earthquake safety within 

the stadium 
D. State of the art technology & Samsung Infinity Screen 
E. Walk-through of Kinsey Collection & Museum 

2. Behind-the-scenes VIP access: 
A. Walk through of Rams or Chargers Locker Room 
B. Access into the Owners Suite 
C. Artist Green Rooms 
D. Construction preview as we prepare for the FIFA 2026 World Cup 

3. Lunch  
A. Hot dog, bag of chips and drink of choice 
B. Vegetarian meals can be provided upon request  
C. We get to eat in the Stadium 

 
Date:  Sunday, February 18

th
 - Tentative (waiting for confirmation) 

Location:  SoFi Stadium, 1000 S. Prairie Avenue, Inglewood, CA 90301 
Time:  11:00 Tour (Tentative (waiting for confirmation)  
Cost:  $48 per person 
Meeting time and location:  TBD 
 

What and ideal opportunity and location to drive our Model A”s!  These 93 - 96 year old cars will be proudly driving 
down the road once again!  
 
Let us know if you are interested in attending 
Donnis Bates 
(310) 713-5830 (Text or call) 
donnisbates@gmail.com 

mailto:donnisbates@gmail.com


 

M B RENTALS 

    Studio Equipment 

    Lights and Fixtures 

 

      Drain Marshall 
   Home: (310) 378-5061 

     Cell:  (310) 570-5938  
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25308 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90505 

Email: joeyssmokinbbq@outlook.com 
1-310-257-1324 

Proud printer of the ‘Harbor Light’ 

 

 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

1-562-590-3100 

 

Comedy & Magic Club 
1018 Hermosa Ave. 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 

1-310-372-1193 

Our Advertising Friends 
CW Moss Ford Parts 
420 W. Chapman Ave. 

Orange, CA 92866 

1-800-322-1932 

 
Performance Plus Tire Superstore 

3910 Cherry Ave.  
Long Beach, CA 90807 

1-562-988-0211 

 

Snyder’s Antique Auto 
12925 Woodworth Rd. 

New Springfield, OH 44443 

1-888-262-5712 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ford+Model+A+Drawings&view=detailv2&&id=5550F79B282484C1C54AEC7D6E1A022467D7B4D8&selectedIndex=18&ccid=%2baJkYNR3&simid=607993045845607523&thid=OIP.Mf9a26460d477d0c920261ad706479251o0


From: 
Harbor Area Model A Club 
Dick Wyckoff, Editor 
337 Lomita St. 
El Segundo CA 90245 

2024 Board of Directors: 
President: 
Dennis Simpson      (310) 343-8227 

Email:  OldFordor@gmail.com 
Vice-President: 
Tim Harrison       (310) 920-3319 
Treasurer: 
Daffy Wagner        (310) 374-6113 
Secretary: 
Gloria Younkin         (310) 316-8722 
Activities Committee:   
 OPEN 
Technical Director/Safety: 
Cliff LeFall        (323) 715-3153 

Appointed Officers: 
Membership: 
Ursula Schmidt    (310) 561-4895 
Historian:   
Janet Winter       (310) 251-6673 
Sunshine Secretary:  
Theresa LeFall     (323) 715-3153 
Advertising: 
Jim Huizdos     (310) 375-2737 
Refreshments Coordinator: 
Weeg Thompson   (310) 346-6409 
Regional Correspondent: 
Sue Hankins     (310) 357-5233 
Web: HarborAreaModelAClub.com 

Appointed Officers: 
Tool Custodian: 
Bob De Crescenzo (310) 540-3690 
Merchandise: 
Ruxella Speights    (310) 660-2243 
M/Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Jack Gordinier      (424) 263-2397 
Webmaster:   
Steve Thompson    (310) 346-6143 
Harbor Light editor: 
Dick Wyckoff      
Phone:  (310) 322-8863 (h) 
 (310) 779-5772  (c)  

E-mail: JannDick@earthlink.net 

February  2024 

 

     TO: 

For MARC info and membership, see 
www.ModelARestorers.org 

For MAFCA info and membership, see 
www.MAFCA.com 

The Harbor Area A’s meet monthly on the last Friday of every month at the Walteria Park Clubhouse, located at  3855 W. 
242nd St. in Torrance, California.  Meetings begin at 7:30 PM (The park is located about 1-1/2 blocks west of Hawthorne Blvd. 
and one block south of Pacific Coast Hwy.)  We’d like to invite all interested parties, even if they don’t own a Model A Ford, to 
come and join us.  Our goal is to educate the public about Model A Fords  and have fun while doing it.   

The Harbor Light 

Model A parking at the installation 


