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Next Board Meeting  
 
The next Board meeting  
 will be  
Saturday, April 8th, 
 2023  
At Al’s Garage. 9:30AM 

Dedicated to preserving and driving the 1928-1931 Model ‘A’ Ford since 1957 
 Torrance, California  

 

Technical Activities 
 
Saturday mornings.  
We meet from about  
9:30AM to noon to work on 
Model A projects.  
Bring your Model A by and 
we’ll work on it. 
Al’s Garage,  
907 Van Ness, Torrance 
CA  
   (in the alley) 

2016-2021 MARC   
Award of Continuing Excellence 
for Harbor Light newsletter. 

2020 MAFCA  
Newsletter of Merit 

   April  2023 

Next Club Meeting 

Friday, April 28th, 7PM 

Walteria Clubhouse 

Harbor Club touring Rancho Los Cerritos in Long Beach CA 
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Safety Checks on 1 April, no it isn’t an April Fool’s 

joke, but still a lot of fun.  It is a good time to get a look at your car and if anything is identified as 

needing work you can schedule a visit to Al’s Garage. Our cars are very reliable when properly main-

tained. Of course, there is the on-going deterioration when things sit for extended periods.  It isn’t 

just the battery that needs attention. 

 Thinking way back to before the Pandemic, several club members participated in a “starting 

party” for a 29 pickup.  It had been sitting long enough that the tires had dry rotted off.  Going 

through it including dropping the oil pan to scrap out the slug was a bit of work, but getting it started 

was a noteworthy success.  The Pandemic forced a delay in wrapping up the final items which are now 

done. Hooray! The owner was so excited during the final shake out drive she did a great NASCAR simu-

lation around the parking lot complete with squealing tires.  Maybe she was practicing for a 6th street 

bridge Model A takeover? LoL! 

 Just another example of how club members are available to help with keeping our great Model 

As running so we can have fun driving them around.   

 Stay safe and I hope to see you at the next meeting or on the road. 
 

    Rob  

A Note from  

Harbor President 

Rob Hernandez 

 

Tim and Pat Harrison 

February Nethercutt Museum Tour 

Jack and Joan Gordinier 
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April   Birthdays April   Anniversaries 

 

Editor’s Corner  
By Dick Wyckoff 

 

       Looking Forward 

   ‘ 

 This winter has not been very friendly 

for us Model A drivers to get our cars out on 

the road. Here in So Cal, we have had one storm after another with record rains and record snow 

fall in the local mountains. We finally welcomed Spring last week so things should improve. Our 

ladies activities committee (Henry’s Helpers) have been working overtime and have arranged 

some fun adventures in the near future. Thanks, Gals! (Hope the weather   cooperates). I am glad 

the Orange County Club has started up the Pancake breakfast event again this year. Sure enjoy 

seeing all the As from all over So Cal. We get 250—300 cars there! 

 Looking forward to our annual Safety Check at the Gordinier’s on April 1st. An important 

event with Cliff LeFall directing the inspections. The wives help make it a fun social event, too 

with a great feed afterwards. Don’t miss it! 

 On a different note. . .  As an editor, I am always looking for articles or Model A experi-

ences to put in the newsletter. Technical, travel, family, funny Model A times. All welcome.  

Send them to me. Pictures too… 

 Drive those As. Be safe out there. 

 

     Dick 

3 John Hernandez 

6 Mickey Fruchter 

7 Walt Hibbard 

12 Carol Olsen 

14 Drain Marshall 

15 Larry Sterling 

17 Ottis Robinson 

19 Kathy Valot 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Gathering is Alive and Well! 
 If you are looking for a little tire-kicking adventure on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9AM, 
check out the Caffeine Cruisers at the corner of Artesia Blvd. and Hawthorne, in Torrance, CA. Sev-
eral of the Harbor Model A club members and other car enthusiasts of all  car types meet to talk cars. 
There are some very nice autos and some nice people there, too!  
The address is 17400 Hawthorne Blvd., Torrance CA. (at Artesia Blvd.) 
 Come on by and get your weekend started in true So. California style.  

2023 Membership, Roster and Club Merchandise Items  

 Ruxella and Jim have a selection of new Club merchandise. We have hats, shirts, patches, t-shirts and we 

still have 60th anniversary items for sale at a discount. More to come. The updated 2023 Harbor phonebooks/

rosters are available from Ursi free of charge through e-mail. Club members that don't attend events can re-

quest a phonebook/roster by mail. Contact Ursi Schmidt at 310-561-4895. Make sure Ursi has your latest info.  

Just a note: We regularly update the roster. If you have any address changes, phone number changes or email 

changes, let Ursi know. Let Dick Wyckoff know, too. He’ll put the info in the Harbor Light.        

 

FOR SALE: 

Two new, still in the wrapper,  

Lucas  475/500-19 Olympic tires $200.  

(Cost $119 each+tax.) 

  Dennis Simpson   1-310-343-8227 

For Sale: 
'31 Running boards, new, unused in the box, complete w/ mat & 
trim, some light surface rust underneath. $100 for the set. 
 
‘30/31 original  Fordor ten leaf rear spring. $100. 
 
Front ten leaf spring. $100. 
 
Front spring from "Jakes", reversed eyelets for one inch drop. 
$100. 
 
Four original "A" rear axles, good keyways, very useable.  
 $50 each or a pair for $75. 
 
Two original driveshafts, very good. $50. each. 
 
            Leonard.  Call 9AM-7PM.  1-562-425-8747.  
Leave a message if no answer.  
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Technical Talk 
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April’s Events 
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The Annual Safety Check Is Coming! 

Our annual Safety Check is coming up on April 1, 2023.  The event will once again be hosted by the 

Gordiniers at their home at 2017 W. 238th St., Torrance.  We will start at 10 am.  Drive your Model 

A if you want to have it inspected.  To qualify for the Roadrunner Award, your car must have passed 

the safety check inspection in addition to the 500 mile minimum requirement.  You are welcome to 

participate in this event, even if you don't have your car inspected or if you don't have a car to be 

inspected. 

This year, as in days gone by, we are making this event a potluck.  The food assignments are as fol-

lows: 

Last names beginning with A-L: Side dish or salad 

Last names beginning with M-Z: Main dish 

Donnis Bates and Joan Gordinier will be providing dessert. 

If you have a camp chair, please bring it along.  We will have some chairs available, but people bring-

ing their own will really help us out.  

If you are planning to attend the Safety Check or if you have questions, please text or call Weeg 

Thompson at 310-346-6409. 

 Harbor Area Model A Club Activities Committee 

Six of Harbor’s Model As made the tour to Long Beach 

To visit the Rancho Los Cerritos California historical site. 
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Harbor’s Future events 



 
   

Come join us on June 25, 2023 

for lunch followed by Into the 

Breeches at the Beverly O’Neill 

Theatre in Long Beach.  If we 

have a group of at least 10, 

tickets are $42 each ($10 savings 

per ticket).  If the group gets up 

to 25, tickets are $37 each ($15 

savings per ticket). We will be 

having lunch in Long Beach 

before the 2 p.m. matinee. 

If you are interested in 

participating in this event, please 

Beer Bread 

 

3 cups self-rising flour (do not use all purpose flour) 

2 tablespoons sugar 

1 (12 ounce) bottle of beer 

1/3 cup butter, melted 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Shift together flour and 

sugar.  Add beer 1/3 of bottle at a time, mixing into flour 

with a wooden spoon (important to use wooden spoon).  

When dough is well mixed, put in loaf pan.  Pour 1/3 cup 

melted butter over dough.  Bake for 50-55 minutes.  

Completely cool before removing loaf from pan.  The loaf 

will stick a little to the pan. 

 

Daffy Wagner, Redondo Beach, CA 

Odds and Ends 

Bran Muffins 
 

1 box 15 oz. raisin bran 

1 C. Crisco oil 

3 C. sugar 

4 eggs 

1 8 oz. can crushed pineapple, drained 

1 qt. Buttermilk 

5 C. flour 

5 tsp. soda 

2 tsp. salt 

1 C. ea. nuts, raisins, dates 

 

Mix dry ingredients, beat eggs, oil and buttermilk. 

Add everything together.  Fill muffin pans ¾ full, 

Bake 20 minutes at 370 degrees.  Keeps 6 weeks in  

refrigerator, bake as needed.  Serves 2 dozen. 

 

Jan Wyckoff, El Segundo 

Thick Sloppy Joes 

 

3 pounds ground chuck 

1½ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

3 teaspoon salt 

¾ chili powder 

1½ tablespoon brown sugar 

2¼ cut catsup 

½ teaspoon ginger 

3 tablespoon dry mustard 

3 cans tomato puree 

½ Tabasco sauce 

1½ cup ground carrots and celery 

3 onions, chopped 

1 large potato 

 

Brown chuck and onion.  Pour off fat.  Add all other 

ingredients and sauté on low heat (stirring occasionally 1 

hour.  Serve on toasted round buns.  Serves 8. 

Monty & Donnis Bates, Torrance, CA  



The Harbor Light is a monthly publication for the Harbor Area MARC/MAFCA.  All articles or want ads must be 
received by the 15th of each month in order to appear in the following month’s publication. Neither the Harbor 
Light and its staff, nor the Harbor Region of the Model A Restorer’s Club Inc. and Model A Ford Club of America, 
Inc. will assume any liability for errors or omissions, or for any liability or resultant damages for products, opin-
ions or services listed herein. Some information contained in our newsletter has been reprinted from other news-
letters; we thank and acknowledge them. Editor 
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Our Rancho Los Cerritos Tour 

Hi Laura - 
 
 I have completed the survey and passed it on to other partici-
pants. We had a wonderful time on our visit. The adobe and grounds have 
so much history!  It was great that you were able to split us into two 
groups as that made the visit more manageable as we can sometimes be 
like herding cats. Our guides were fabulous, so knowledgeable and pa-
tient. I really appreciate your efforts in putting this together at your 
end. I think I can safely say a good time was had by all! 
 Just a thought…I found it was interesting that so much of the 
adobe’s history takes place in the 1930s. Our cars were built between 
1928 and 1931. If you are ever doing an event that might be enhanced by 
period vehicles, I wouldn’t be surprised if some of our club members 
would be willing to help out.  
 Thanks so much for the great day! 
 
  Eloise (Weeg) Thompson  



 

M B RENTALS 

    Studio Equipment 

    Lights and Fixtures 

 

      Drain Marshall 
   Home: (310) 378-5061 

     Cell:  (310) 570-5938  
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25308 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90505 

Email: joeyssmokinbbq@outlook.com 
1-310-257-1324 

Proud printer of the ‘Harbor Light’ 

 

 

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

1-562-590-3100 

 

Comedy & Magic Club 
1018 Hermosa Ave. 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 

1-310-372-1193 

Our Advertising Friends 
CW Moss Ford Parts 
420 W. Chapman Ave. 

Orange, CA 92866 

1-800-322-1932 

 
Performance Plus Tire Superstore 

3910 Cherry Ave.  
Long Beach, CA 90807 

1-562-988-0211 

 

Snyder’s Antique Auto 
12925 Woodworth Rd. 

New Springfield, OH 44443 

1-888-262-5712 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Ford+Model+A+Drawings&view=detailv2&&id=5550F79B282484C1C54AEC7D6E1A022467D7B4D8&selectedIndex=18&ccid=%2baJkYNR3&simid=607993045845607523&thid=OIP.Mf9a26460d477d0c920261ad706479251o0


From: 
Harbor Area Model A Club 
Dick Wyckoff, Editor 
337 Lomita St. 
El Segundo CA 90245 

2023 Board of Directors: 
President: 
Rob Hernandez      (310) 218-9309 
Email:  Rob.Hernandez30@aol.com 
Vice-President: 
Dennis Simpson      (310) 343-8227 

Treasurer: 
Daffy Wagner        (310) 374-6113 
Secretary: 
Gloria Younkin         (310) 316-8722 
Activities Committee:   
 OPEN 
Technical Director/Safety: 
Cliff LeFall        (323) 715-3153 

Appointed Officers: 

Membership: 

Ursula Schmidt    (310) 561-4895 

Historian:  OPEN 

Sunshine Secretary:  

Theresa LeFall     (323) 715-3153 

Advertising: 

Jim Huizdos     (310) 375-2737 

Refreshments Coordinator: 

Weeg Thompson   (310) 346-6409 

Regional Correspondent: 

Sue Hankins     (310) 782-0082 

Web: HarborAreaModelAClub.com 

Appointed Officers: 
Tool Custodian: 
Bob De Crescenzo (310) 540-3690 
Merchandise: 
Ruxella Speights    (310) 660-2243 
M/Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Jack Gordinier      (424) 263-2397 
Webmaster:   
Steve Thompson    (310) 346-6143 
Harbor Light Editor: 
Dick Wyckoff      
Phone:  (310) 322-8863 (h) 
 (310) 779-5772  (c)  (new) 

E-mail: JannDick@earthlink.net 

April 2023 

 

     TO: 

For MARC info and membership, see 
www.ModelARestorers.org 

For MAFCA info and membership, see 
www.MAFCA.com 

The Harbor Area A’s meet monthly on the last Friday of every month at the Walteria Park Clubhouse, located at  3855 W. 
242nd St. in Torrance, California.  Meetings begin at 7:30 PM (The park is located about 1-1/2 blocks west of Hawthorne Blvd. 
and one block south of Pacific Coast Hwy.)  We’d like to invite all interested parties, even if they don’t own a Model A Ford, to 
come and join us.  Our goal is to educate the public about Model A Fords  and have fun while doing it.   

The Harbor Light 


